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Introduction
The  eig h t h  sem i n a r  in  the  joi n t  Euro p e a n  leve l  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s ’  pro j e c t ,  “Joi n t  stu d y  on  
res t r u c t u r i n g  in  the  EU 1 5”  too k  pl a c e  in  Mad r i d ,  Spa i n  on  the  28 th  and  29 t h  Apr i l  200 8.   It  
was  at t e n d e d  by  the  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s ,  Euro p e a n  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  and  expe r t s  –  an  
at t e n d a n c e  lis t  is  at t a c h e d  as  app e n d i x  one.

Thos e  pres e n t  we r e  we l c o m e d  to  the  me e t i n g .   Ma r i a-Hel e n a  And r é  (ETUC) pres e n t e d  the  
bac k g r o u n d  to  the  pro j e c t  in  the  con t e x t  of  the  200 6  –  2008  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  wo r k  
pro g r a m m e  and  the  wo r k  al r e a d y  und e r t a k e n  by  the  Euro p e a n  leve l  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  on  
res t r u c t u r i n g  in  the  10  New  Me m b e r  Sta t e s;  cap a c i t y  bu i l d i n g  for  em p l o y e r s ’  org a n i s a t i o n s  
and  tra d e  un i o n s  for  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  the  Euro p e a n  Soc i a l  Dia l o g u e  in  the  New  Me m b e r  Sta t e s  
and  Can d i d a t e  Coun t r i e s ;  and  the  em p l o y e r s ’  and  tra d e  uni o n  reso u r c e  cen t r e s .    

The  pro j e c t  coo r d i n a t o r ,  Ala n  Wi l d,  exp l a i n e d  th a t  the  “fina l  repo r t”  pro d u c e d  af t e r  the  
me e t i n g  wou l d  be  an  “expe r t  rep o r t”  and,  as  such  it  wou l d  no t  be  expe c t e d  to  be  ei t h e r  
“ado p t e d”  or   “agre e d”  by  the  loca l  or  Euro p e a n  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s .   He  str e s s e d  the  
im p o r t a n c e  of  goo d  and  ope n  deb a t e  in  he l p i n g  ass u r e  a  hig h  qua l i t y  con t r i b u t i o n  to  the  
ove r a l l  pr o j e c t  fro m  Spa i n .   

The Spanish national dossier –  section one
The  pro j e c t  expe r t  for  Spa i n,  An t o n i o  Dor n e l a s ,  pres e n t e d  the  fi rs t  sec t i o n  of  the  Spa n i s h  
Na t i o n a l  Dos s i e r  –  “A  ma c r o e c o n o m i c  rev i e w  of  res t r u c t u r i n g  in  Spa i n”  (slides  at t a c h e d  as  
app e n d i x  two).  At  the  end  of  the  pres e n t a t i o n  he  le f t  the  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  wi t h  the  
fo l l o w i n g  que s t i o n s ;

1. If  Spa i n  has  no t  inves t e d  hea v i l y  in  long e r  ter m  pro d u c t i v i t y  dr i v e r s  (e.g. edu c a t i o n  
and  li f e l o n g  lea r n i n g)  dur i n g  the  eco n o m i c  “boo m”  per i o d  of  the  las t  1 0  yea r s,  how  
wi l l  the  eco n o m y  far e  if  the  cur r e n t  dec l i n e  in  eco n o m i c  for t u n e s  con t i n u e s?

2. Wh a t  less o n s  can  Spa i n ’ s  “im m i g r a n t  am n e s t y ”  tea c h  ot h e r  cou n t r i e s?  
 

3. How  sus t a i n a b l e  are  cur r e n t  leve l s  of  inw a r d  m i g r a t i o n?

4. Spa i n ’ s  pro g r e s s  rem a i n s  slow,  par t i c u l a r l y  on  fou r  dom a i n s :  inn o v a t i o n  and  R&D,  
sus t a i n a b l e  deve l o p m e n t ,  in f o r m a t i o n  soc i e t y  and  soc i a l  cohe s i o n .  Wha t  cha l l e n g e s  
doe s  th i s  si t u a t i o n  pres e n t  to  the  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s?

5. Spa i n ’ s  pos i t i o n  in  glo b a l  com p e t i t i v e n e s s  ind i c a t o r s  has  no t  im p r o v e d  sin c e  2005.  
Obs t a c l e s  to  im p r o v e m e n t  ar e  sugg e s t e d  to  be  low  pro d u c t i v i t y  and  hi g h  labo u r  



ma r k e t  rig i d i t i e s .   It  see m s  li k e l y  th a t  m o r e,  ra t h e r  th a n  less  res t r u c t u r i n g  wi l l  be  on  
the  age n d a  for  the  fu t u r e .  Wh a t  ar e  the  ma i n  cha l l e n g e s  tha t  the  nee d  to  im p r o v e  
com p e t i t i v e n e s s  pose  to  the  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s?

Fol l o w i n g  the  pres e n t a t i o n  the  po i n t s  sum m a r i s e d  bel o w  we r e  m a d e  by  thos e  pres e n t  to  
fur t h e r  exp l a i n  the  con t e x t  in  wh i c h  the  repo r t  had  bee n  dra f t e d ,  to  add  new  in f o r m a t i o n  
and,  to  he l p  sha p e  con c l u s i o n s  in  ord e r  to  con t r i b u t e  to  the  con t e n t  of  the  fi n a l  na t i o n a l  
doss i e r .   The  com m e n t s  are  gro u p e d  by  issu e  ra t h e r  th a n  ti m i n g  or  view  of  the  spe a k e r ;

 The  doss i e r  of t e n  uses  da t a  ove r  the  ti m e f r a m e  19 9 5  to  200 5  –  the  tre n d  in  
mo r e  rece n t  yea r s  has  bee n  m u c h  mo r e  pos i t i v e  th a n  ove r  the  per i o d  1 9 9 5  to  
200 2;

 Prod u c t i v i t y  is  a  recu r r i n g  the m e  in  the  repo r t  and  it  is  in t e r e s t i n g  to  see  gl o b a l  
com p a r i s o n s  be t w e e n  Spa i n  and  ot h e r  cou n t r i e s ,  bu t  a  sec t o r a l  com p a r i s o n  of  
pr o d u c t i v i t y  wi t h i n  the  cou n t r y  m i g h t  be  mo r e  reve a l i n g  in  a   Spa n i s h  con t e x t .  A  
nu m b e r  of  thos e  spe a k i n g  m a d e  the  po i n t  th a t  sec t o r a l  sp l i t s  in  ana l y s i s  wou l d  
add  gre a t e r  ins i g h t s  in t o  are a s  of  str e n g t h  and  wea k n e s s .   Com b i n i n g ,  for  
exa m p l e  tou r i s m  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  pro d u c e s  a  m i s l e a d i n g  ave r a g e ;

 In  loo k i n g  at  res t r u c t u r i n g  go i n g  for w a r d  new  cri t i c a l  fac t o r s  nee d  to  be  exa m i n e d  
–  for  exa m p l e  env i r o n m e n t a l  con c e r n s  rel a t i n g  to  ene r g y  con s u m p t i o n ;

 The  por t r a y a l  of  Spa i n  as  a  “low  wag e  eco n o m y ”  is  no t  a  desc r i p t i o n  sha r e d  by  
bo t h  em p l o y e r s  and  tra d e  un i o n s ;

 As  the  Spa n i s h  eco n o m y  bec o m e s  mo r e  ope n,  the  ef f e c t s  of  gl o b a l i s a t i o n  and  the  
inc r e a s i n g  in f l u e n c e  of  em e r g i n g  eco n o m i e s  is  al r e a d y  be i n g  fel t  in  Spa i n .   Thi s  is  
par t i c u l a r l y  the  case  whe r e  “new  inves t m e n t ”  is  con c e r n e d .  Othe r  spe a k e r s  also  
fe l t  tha t  Spa i n  al r e a d y  fac e d  con s i d e r a b l e  res t r u c t u r i n g ;

 Tem p o r a r y  and  seas o n a l  con t r a c t  use  in  Spa i n  is  qu i t e  hi g h  –  bu t  the  ana l y s i s  of  
the  use  of  con t r a c t  for m s  onl y  m a k e s  rea l  sen s e  if  sea s o n a l  jobs  in  tou r i s m  and  
agr i c u l t u r e / f o o d  pro c e s s i n g  are  exc l u d e d ;

 Expe n d i t u r e  on  edu c a t i o n  as  a  per c e n t a g e  of  GDP  does  no t  loo k  im p r e s s i v e ,  bu t  it  
sho u l d  be  rec a l l e d  tha t  Spa i n ’ s  GDP,  and  hen c e  edu c a t i o n a l  expe n d i t u r e ,  has  
inc r e a s e d  sig n i f i c a n t l y  in  rece n t  yea r s.  Spa i n ’ s  mo r e  rece n t  pe r f o r m a n c e  in  bo t h  
tra i n i n g  and  li f e l o n g  lea r n i n g  app e a r s  und e r- va l u e d  in  the  repo r t .   Othe r  
par t i c i p a n t s  sugg e s t e d  th a t  the  edu c a t i o n  sys t e m  fa i l e d  bus i n e s s  by  “pass i n g”  
stu d e n t s  irr e s p e c t i v e  of  the i r  aca d e m i c  per f o r m a n c e ;

 Spa i n ’ s  con t r i b u t i o n  to  ove r a l l  job  gro w t h  in  the  Euro-zone  can n o t  be  und e r s t a t e d .  
Al t h o u g h  m u c h  of  the  job  grow t h  has  bee n   in  occ u p a t i o n s  wi t h  low  qua l i f i c a t i o n s ,  
t  the  nu m b e r  jobs  cre a t e d  req u i r i n g  hig h e r  qua l i f i c a t i o n  has  also  inc r e a s e d .   A  
mo r e  disa g g r e g a t e d  ana l y s i s  nee d s  to  be  und e r t a k e n  for  an  acc u r a t e  pic t u r e  to  
be  for m e d ;

 It  was  sugg e s t e d  th a t  app r o a c h e s  to  res t r u c t u r i n g  vary  sec t o r  by  sec t o r .   The  
car i c a t u r e  of  opp o s i t i o n  to  res t r u c t u r i n g  to  pro t e c t  exis t i n g  jobs  fou n d  in  
tra d i t i o n a l  are a s  li k e  sho e s  and  tex t i l e s  is  no t  tru e  in  ma n u f a c t u r i n g  com p a n i e s  



th a t  are  mo r e  used  to  in t e r n a t i o n a l  com p e t i t i o n  and  the  nee d  to  com p e t e  hi g h e r  
up  the  val u e  cha i n ;

 Som e  of  the  da t a  in  the  repo r t  doe s  no t  see m  con s i s t e n t  wi t h  loc a l  da t a  sou r c e s .  
Wo m e n ’ s  par t i c i p a t i o n  ra t e s  in  the  wo r k f o r c e  sho u l d  be  20%  lowe r  th a n  me n ’ s  
ra t h e r  th a n  the  30%  repo r t e d .   Da t a  on  te m p o r a r y  em p l o y m e n t  is  dis t o r t e d  
acc o r d i n g  to  the  sea s o n  whe n  fig u r e s  are  ta k e n  due  to  the  hi g h  leve l s  of  seas o n a l  
em p l o y m e n t ;

 The  na t u r e  of  res t r u c t u r i n g  in  m i c r o  en t e r p r i s e s  was  hig h l i g h t e d .   “A  sm a l l  
com p a n y  is  no t  a  bon s a i  of  a  lar g e  one”  was  the  com m e n t  use d  to  il l us t r a t e  the  
po i n t .

The Spanish national dossier –  section two
An t o n i o  Dor n e l a s  pres e n t e d  the  seco n d  par t  of  the  Spa n i s h  doss i e r  “The  rol e  of  the  soc i a l  
pa r t n e r s  in  res t r u c t u r i n g ”  (slides  at t a c h e d  as  app e n d i x  th r e e).  He  lef t  the  par t i c i p a n t s  wi t h  
the  fo l l o w i n g  que s t i o n s ;

1. How  do  the  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  for e s e e  fu t u r e  tre n d s  of  res t r u c t u r i n g?  Wi l l  the  
cur r e n t  foc u s  on  in t e r n a l  res t r u c t u r i n g  sh i f t  tow a r d  ext e r n a l  res t r u c t u r i n g?  Wh a t  
tre n d s  and  tens i o n s  do  you  for e s e e  for  the  Spa n i s h  sys t e m  of  soc i a l  di a l o g u e  and  
indu s t r i a l  rel a t i o n s  in  the  nea r  fu t u r e?

2. Why  is  the  pace  of  res t r u c t u r i n g  slow e r  in  Spa i n  tha n  in  ot h e r  Euro p e a n  cou n t r i e s?  
Wi l l  the  pac e  of  cha n g e  inev i t a b l y  inc r e a s e?

3. It  wou l d  see m  tha t  the  fun d a m e n t a l  inve s t m e n t s  in  the  fu t u r e  com p e t i t i v e n e s s  of  
the  Spa n i s h  eco n o m y  have  no t  bee n  ma d e  in  rec e n t  yea r s  of  eco n o m i c  succ e s s.  
Why  is  th i s?

4. Wha t  rel e v a n c e  m u s t  be  at t r i b u t e d  to  the  flex i c u r i t y  deb a t e  on  the  Spa n i s h  con t e x t  
of  soc i a l  di a l o g u e?   Wh a t  are  the  dr i v e r s  of  rea l  or  per c e i v e d  inse c u r i t y  in  
em p l o y m e n t  in  Spa i n  tha t  prev e n t  the  “flex”  par t  of  the  equ a t i o n  ta k i n g  ho l d?

In  si m i l a r  fas h i o n  to  the  disc u s s i o n  of  sec t i o n  one  abo v e,  the  poi n t s  sum m a r i s e d  be l o w  
we r e  m a d e  by  the  sem i n a r  par t i c i p a n t s ;

 The  “high  rig i d i t y”  of  Spa n i s h  em p l o y m e n t  laws  rep o r t e d  in  the  doss i e r  nee d s  to  
be  cha l l e n g e d .   In  rea l i t y  com p a n i e s  tha t  inve s t  in  Spa i n  fin d  a  hig h  deg r e e  of  
wo r k e r  flex i b i l i t y .  The  foc u s  of  col l e c t i v e  bar g a i n i n g  at  the  en t e r p r i s e  leve l s  me a n s  
tha t  in  rea l i t y  com p a n i e s  neg o t i a t e  the i r  own  flex i b i l i t y  ar r a n g e m e n t s .   

 The  soc i a l  di a l o g u e  sec t i o n  of  the  rep o r t ,  and  the  sta t i s t i c s  con t a i n e d  in  it,  do  no t  
re f l e c t  the  rea l i t y  of  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  di a l o g u e .   The r e  is  a  con s t a n t  di a l o g u e  
be t w e e n  the  gove r n m e n t  and  tra d e  uni o n s  and  em p l o y e r s  –  in  rece n t  yea r s  1 5  
tr i p a r t i t e  agr e e m e n t s  have  bee n  rea c h e d .   Dis m i s s a l  m a y  be  expe n s i v e  in  Spa i n,  
bu t  is  it  m o r e  expe n s i v e  tha n  in  the  Nor d i c  cou n t r i e s?   The  hig h  inc i d e n c e  if  
wo r k e r s  in  con s t r u c t i o n  and  tou r i s m  serv i c e s  dis t o r t s  ove r a l l  fi gu r e s  and  is  no t  
ta k e n  in t o  acc o u n t .   The  Spa n i s h  au t o m o t i v e  indu s t r y  has  very  goo d  leve l s  of  
pr o d u c t i v i t y ;



 Whi l s t  Spa n i s h  tra d e  uni o n s  wan t  to  foc u s  on  the  cre a t i o n  of  hi g h  val u e  add i n g  
occ u p a t i o n s ,  th i s  is  di f f i c u l t  as  the  eco n o m y  rel i e s  for  th i s  on  mu l t i n a t i o n a l  
com p a n i e s  wi t h  hea d q u a r t e r s  ou t s i d e  Spa i n ;

 The  Dan i s h  con c e p t  of  flex i c u r i t y  is  no t  expo r t a b l e  to  Spa i n.   Den m a r k  has  fou r  
m i l l i o n  inh a b i t a n t s  and  a  deve l o p e d  ind u s t r i a l  and  serv i c e  eco n o m i c  mo d e l .  
Spa i n  is  larg e r  and  mo r e  com p l e x ,  and  flex i c u r i t y  is  gen e r a l l y  see n  as  a  way  of  
red u c i n g  the  righ t s  of  wo r k e r s .   Wh i l s t  the  Spa n i s h  tra d e  un i o n s  fee l  tha t  
em p l o y e r s  be l i e v e  th a t  redu c i n g  the  cos t s  of  dis m i s s a l  in  Spa i n  wi l l  sol ve  the  
cou n t r y ’ s  pro b l e m s  –   th i s  is  no t  the  case;

 The  da t a  pres e n t e d  in  the  repo r t  re f l e c t s  a  bi as  tow a r d  a  neo-libe r a l  m o d e l  of  
eco n o m i c s ,  and  th i s  is  no t  the  on l y  mo d e l  ava i l a b l e .   The  eco n o m y  has  th r e e  
pr i o r i t i e s  –  st i m u l a t i n g  “fu t u r e  sec t o r s”;  sup p o r t i n g  res t r u c t u r i n g  in  tra d i t i o n a l  
sec t o r s  li k e  tex t i l e s,  che m i c a l s  and  cars;  and  prov i d i n g  spe c i f i c  sup p o r t  for  
indu s t r i e s  und e r g o i n g  sig n i f i c a n t  cha n g e s .

 Leg a l  cha n g e s  are  nee d e d  to  he l p  pro m o t e  the  an t i c i p a t i o n  of  cha n g e .  
Tra n s p o s i t i o n  of  the  200 2  In f o r m a t i o n  and  Cons u l t a t i o n  Di r e c t i v e  has  hel p e d ,  bu t  
the  Euro p e a n  Wo r k s  Cou n c i l  Di r e c t i v e  dea l i n g  wi t h  in t e r n a t i o n a l  com p a n i e s  nee d s  
to  be  str e n g t h e n e d ;

 Pub l i c  au t h o r i t i e s  at  the  ter r i t o r i a l  leve l  nee d  to  be  mo r e  pro a c t i v e  and  to  
coo r d i n a t e  ini t i a t i v e s  be t t e r .

Joint EU social partners work relevant to restructuring
Cinz i a  Sech i  (ETUC), Li l i a n e  Voloz i n s k i s  (UEAPME), Val e r i a  Ronz i t t i  (CEEP) and  Ma t t h e w  
Hig h a m  (BUSINESSEURO PE), pres e n t e d  the  rec e n t  wo r k  of  the  Euro p e a n  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  in  
the  are a  of  res t r u c t u r i n g  foc u s i n g  on  the i r  ac t i v i t i e s  rel a t i n g  to  li f e l o n g  lea r n i n g;  or i e n t a t i o n s  
for  cha n g e ;  Euro p e a n  Wor k s  Coun c i l  bes t  pra c t i c e ;  and  the  res t r u c t u r i n g  st u d i e s  (slides  
at t a c h e d  as  app e n d i x  fou r).  

Case studies (RTVE and the Industrial Observatories)
The  Hum a n  Reso u r c e s  Di r e c t o r  of  RTVE  and  rep r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  CC.OO  and  UGT   pres e n t e d  
the  org a n i s a t i o n ’ s  m a j o r  res t r u c t u r i n g  pro g r a m m e  and  a  com p r e h e n s i v e  pres e n t a t i o n  of  
Spa i n ’ s  ind u s t r i a l  obse r v a t o r i e s  ini t i a t i v e  was  give n .
The  case  stu d i e s  as  pres e n t e d ,  and  the  issue s  they  ra i s e,  wi l l  be  inc l u d e d  in  the  fi n a l  
doss i e r .   

Views of the European level Social Partners
Fol l o w i n g  the  pres e n t a t i o n s ,  disc u s s i o n  and  case  stu d i e s ,  the  Euro p e a n  leve l  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  
m a d e  the  fo l l o w i n g  bro a d  obse r v a t i o n s ;

 Jørge n  Røn n e s t  (BUSINESSEURO PE) - exp l a i n e d  he  sen s e d  mo r e  op t i m i s m  and  less  
urg e n c y  in  the  sem i n a r  tha n  he  wou l d  have  expe c t e d .   A  con s i s t e n t  ana l y s i s  of  the  
issue s  fac e d  by  the  eco n o m y  sho u l d  lead  to  con c e r t e d  ac t i o n  to  cha n g e  the  th i n g s  
tha t  nee d  to  be  add r e s s e d ;



 Vale r i a  Ronz i t t i  (CEEP) - com p a r e d  the  Spa n i s h  sem i n a r  to  the  Ita l i a n  dis c u s s i o n  
ear l i e r  in  the  yea r.   It  app e a r e d  in  bo t h  cou n t r i e s  tha t  the  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s ’  ou t l o o k  for  
the  fu t u r e  was  ove r-op t i m i s t i c .   The  sho r t a g e  of  inc o m i n g  inve s t m e n t  and  the  
qua l i f i c a t i o n s  gap  of  the  Spa n i s h  wo r k f o r c e  are  key  issu e s  for  the  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  to  
add r e s s .   Day  two  of  the  sem i n a r  gave  mo r e  cau s e  for  op t i m i s m  whe n  the  RTVE  case  
show e d  how  con s e n s u s  aro u n d  the  nee d  for  cha n g e  was  bu i l t  and  di f f i c u l t ,  and  
pai n f u l ,  issu e s  add r e s s e d  and  reso l v e d ;

 Li l i a n e  Vol o n z i n s k i s  (UEAPME)  - sugg e s t e d  the r e  is  li t t l e  que s t i o n  tha t  the  Spa n i s h  
eco n o m y  is  at  an  im p o r t a n t  tur n i n g  po i n t ,  and  the  que s t i o n  is  how  the  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  
can  he l p  ste e r  the  eco n o m y  up  the  em p l o y m e n t  val u e  cha i n .   Sm a l l  and  me d i u m  
size d  en t e r p r i s e s  wi l l  be  im p o r t a n t  in  m a n a g i n g  the  na t i o n ’ s  eco n o m i c  fu t u r e ;

 Mar i a-Hel e n a  And r é  (ETUC) –  we l c o m e d  the  hi g h  at t e n d a n c e  and  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  leve l s  
at  the  sem i n a r ,  sign s  of  the  im p o r t a n c e  tha t  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  at t a c h  to  the  
issue  of  res t r u c t u r i n g .  She  also  no t e d  the  tens i o n s  in  the  sem i n a r  whe n  the  eco n o m i c  
ana l y s i s  was  pres e n t e d  … par t i c u l a r l y  wh e n  the  que s t i o n s  of  lega l  and  neg o t i a t e d  
flex i b i l i t y  we r e  disc u s s e d .   It  is  cle a r  tha t  the  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  can n o t  be  resp o n s i b l e  for  
al l  of  the  th i n g s  tha t  nee d  to  be  don e  in  edu c a t i o n ,  R&D,  inno v a t i o n  and  the  lea r n i n g  
sys t e m ,  bu t  the  Spa n i s h  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  have  m a n y  for u m s  whe r e  thes e  can  be  
dis c u s s e d  on  a  bi l a t e r a l  and  tr i p a r t i t e  bas i s.   Assu r i n g  the  tra n s i t i o n  fro m  low  to  hi g h  
va l u e  add e d  jobs  wi l l  be  a  cha l l e n g e  for  the  cou n t r y  –  and  in  par t i c u l a r  bec a u s e  mo r e  
res t r u c t u r i n g  tha n  has  ta k e n  pl a c e  to  da t e  see m s  li k e l y  in  the  fu t u r e .   The  Spa n i s h  
eco n o m y  has  in  rec e n t  yea r s  per f o r m e d  at  a  “wor l d  bea t i n g”  leve l  and  the  soc i a l  
pa r t n e r s  now  nee d  to  fac e  new  ex t e r n a l l y  dr i v e n  cha l l e n g e s  in  a  pos i t i v e  fas h i o n .

At  the  end  of  the  me e t i n g ,  the  soc i a l  pa r t n e r s  we r e  tha n k e d  for  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the  me e t i n g  
and  for  the i r  pos i t i v e  eng a g e m e n t  in  the  proc e s s .   The  loca l  org a n i s e r s  we r e  th a n k e d  in  
par t i c u l a r  for  the  ar r a n g e m e n t s  they  had  pu t  in  pl a c e  th a t  fac i l i t a t e d  the  me e t i n g  and  the  
in t e r p r e t e r s  th a n k e d  for  ma k i n g  the  exch a n g e  of  view s  th a t  had  ta k e n  pl a c e  poss i b l e .
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